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Discussion Questions on Andrew Pessin’s “The Philosopher Within You” 
 

By Caroline A. Buchanan, Erik Jarvis, James William Lincoln, and Eric Thomas Weber 

  

(1) Why are things the way that they are? 

  
(2) What is the utility in philosophizing?  

 
(3) What questions have children asked you that have surprised you?   

 
(4) What is an example of a time when you were taken aback by something that usually 

seems familiar to you?  

 
(5) How can we take a step back from our habits of daily life to think deeply? Is it 

important to do? Is it challenging? Why or why not? 

 
(6) What are those events in life that throw us into a state of wonder? 

 
(7) Why does it sometimes take an outsider to critique a system? 

 
(8) Do philosophers need to be outsiders? If so, how can they know themselves? Can we 

get outside of our own systems? If not, why not? If so, how? 

 

For more thoughtful short essays like “The Philosopher Within You,” check out 
Andrew Pessin’s The 60-Second Philosopher (London: One-World Publications, 
2013). SOPHIA chapters interested in a copy of the book can request one from 
SOPHIA by writing to Eric Thomas Weber at etweber@gmail.com.  

 

Thank you to Andrew Pessin for permission distribute this excerpt from his book.  
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